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O defend. Docht. the Trinity and ka wW*reatires 
not many . when theſe matti Tightly 2 9 
in order to vindictte them, they need- 2 eſent 
put into a true light, - As — the Doctrine of ide F ty,” 1 
been ſufficiently clear d, even i he Pamphlet n e 2 
Meditifts Syſtem, p. 8, &c. Fos dere theſe Remarks are ma ON 
The Divine Intellect, or Mind and Underſtanding, is the C arſe 9 
Divine Viglam; and from both-the Divine Intellect and | 
" Gothy proceed the Divine Il! or Power, which is the fame 15 in a perf 
Being, for God doth whatſoever he ple, 2 Theſe three-Properries, Intellect, 
Wiſdom, Power, comprehend the whole Divine Eſſence God may be par- 
ticularly and diſtinctly conſider d with reſpect to each af theſe three Proper- 
ties, and thus being thrice con er d may de calbd three Perſons, According 
to the original Significati, MN of word Per ſau, which imports 2 Rein- - conf1- a 
der d with reſpect to a certain Cap pacity or Pro erty. The firſt Propett; being 
the Cauſe of the ſecond, and the third proceedis g from the two-former : the 
A firſt Perſon is therefore call'd the F ather, the ſecond the Sor, the third the 
e, that proceeds from the Father and Son. Thus the Orthodox Coo 
frons are ſuſceptible « of a good Senſe ; anc cert. anty, meaning this Senſe by 
”_ Terms, it cannot be deny 0 br the Lentimeut of the. 25 fr og 
+ It is actually true, that there is in Gor ar? in Cudertunding, Wit 
* and Ii, &c. . 
And as for the L YoCtring of thie [1g 2Vn at io, ONE W 8 think there could 
be no great difficulty in it, intending theret by, 25 the Catholic Church doth, 
that the Divine IVA ſo dwelleth 1 £ Drift. is — 40 fot, illumindge. 
condutt and actuate hin 7 Cbri (i tlius DE ing, Cs A, cc in LP ect of the HOPE! 
ec ling Divinity, winci) is in an empent Munner nafefed both in and by oor 
& Lord Jeſus s Chri iſt, as a! of 
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bompfeneyck the whole Je m 
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pmbcation of the word Perſon, which 2 5 N 


der d u "4 Tor Capacity or Property. Ivy fi al 

the Cauſe of 2 „ andthe third proceeding. me ©: 

"WE E er n is tl cad the Father, the — 1 the Song the * "Rt 

op that: | voreds from the Father and Son. Thus the a | 
ron a good Senſe 3-and certainly, meaning this. Sc by 

theſe Fer eum, it cannot be deny d but that the Sentiment 5 the Medaliſts is 
true: 110 1s 3 true, that there is in God an infinite Underftanding, Wiſ- 
dom, ul, Ko. 

And as 1 Doctrine of the Incarnation, one would think there could 
be no great difficulty in it, intending: thereby, as the Catholic Church doth, 
that the Divine dom ſo dwelleth in Chriſt, as always ta. aft; Huminate., 
ronduft and actuate him; Chriſt thus being God, e in reſpe& of the indwel. 

2 217 Donal y, which is in an eminent manner manifefted bach in and by. our 
& be t, cas IO in reſpect af his repreſenting God to us, and of 
«hi - in the Head of ad, at the: * of the Univerſe. 0 
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== any, O God our Creator have mercy upon u, O Gad our Redeemer have mercy 
apt God our Comforter bave mercy upon u, it would be moſt proper 


7 * 1 1 N High nen 
Feing's dwelling in a Tetliple, it follow'd that the Houſe or Temple is .lite- 
<« rally that Being which UF in it. 


Now it is to be obſerv di in anſwer hereunto, that the Doctrine of the In- 
carnation doth not neceſſarily confound Chriſt with God; for all that can 
bly. to the Sy ſtem of the , Medaliſts, who are 
moſt Orthodox, is, that our Saviour is both G 


nently united together in the work of 22 in that Chriſt is made the 
Head of the Church and plac d at the Helm of the Univerſe, and God con- 


| . and actuates him, to enable him to ſave thoſe that come to God 


| : and thus Chriſt is evidently diſtinguiſb d from God, by Chriſt pro- 
perly being meant the Man Feſus. 

Indeed it is very improper to give to God the Names of Chriſt, as it ſeems 
to be done in theſe Invocations, O Chrift hear u, O Son of David have 
mercy hon u, &c, But the Orthodox do readily acknowledg the Incon- 
eniency. of theſe Expreſſions ; Athanaſius himſelf dec that it is always 
God, and not the Creature, that is worſhip'd by the Orthodax, (3d Oration a- 
inſt the Arian) fo that theſe Invocations are to be under ſtood as implying 

jercy upon us, &c. And .undonbtedly it were well, if the ſai 

eld. Moſt "the Goſpel-Method is to pray 
in the Name, or thro the Mediation and Interceſlien of his Son, 
eus Chriſt ; ſo that after having ſaid in the beginning of the Li- 


- 


to the reſt of the Prayer particularly to the Father, who eminent 
iſtains the Majeſty and Character of the Deity. The ordinary 
that follow from ing another Method, ſeem often unccuth, and 
muſt tacitly be ſupply d thereto, nut to take them in a wrong Senſe, 
as the Vulgar are very apt to do; men of ordinary Capacities not being 
accuſtom'd to nice Diſtinctions, and not being able to make any deep Reflec- 
tions of themſelves. Beſides, it is certain that when the Father is worſhip d, 
the whole Deity is worſhip'd, and our Prayers then cannot be defeRive or 


un | ” 2 7 . 

As for Chrift's being or not being the moft High God, that is in a great mea- 
ſure a Diſpute of Words. The Dent 8 dwelleth in Chriſt, is certainly the 
at l God I then by Chrift be meant both the Man Jeſus, and -the 
t dwelleth in or that conſtantly aſſiſteth him; no doubt, in that 
Chriſt is the moſt High God. But if Chrift be taken as an Appellation 
eculiar tothe Man Jeſus, as it ſeems to be. in Scripture; then it is moft pro- 
per to fay with the Scripture, that in Chrif Jeſu awelleth the Fulneſt of the 
G : toeſteem otberwiſe, were to aſſert that an Appellation peculiar 
to the Manhood is peculiar to the Godhead. No body will ay that a Man, 
as 
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an Man, is literally the' moſt bigh God; but our Salvation being wronahe 
both by the Man CEE and God that dwelleth in um, it N 
that our Saviour is both God and Man, as ſometime ſeveral Men make one” - 


[ders tary arbitrarily be join'd" Terms, and 
eas may arbitrarily be join'd to certain Terms, and then thoſe Terme 
are underftood according to thoſe Ideas. Accordingly the Church bas 10 
the Name Chriſt, to denote both the Mam Jeſus Chriſt, and the Deny that 
manifeſteth it ſelf in and by him; and has us'd the Term Inrarmation to ſig - 
nify the Union of God with Jeſus Chriſt. In that ſenſe the Church I 
that Chriſt is God, and that God is become Man. But ſhe means to be ſüre, 
and t to mean no more but what may be worded in the Expreſſions them- 
ſelves of the Scripture; which Expreſſions, or the like, in Articles of Com- 
munion, are even to be left in that general Senſe which they are ſaſce Df, 
that every man may be allow d the Judgment of diſcerning. Theſe Couſice 
rations muſt be before our eyes, whenever we will give a rational account of 
the Orthodox Syſtem. | | | 
It is objeted by ſome, © That, meaning what has been ſaid by the 
Incarnation, and on that account giving to Chriſt the Honor and Name 
of God, the like might be done to other Creatures, which God likewiſe 
Amt or enables to perform their ſevetal Offices, and in and "by which" God: 
* Pra his Wiſdom, his Glory and Majeſty. (Thus any one of 


ce 'Py T; might have been ſaid to be God and God incarnat . or Arg va 
mpl might atſs;0n theſe 


* with them, and inſpird them; the Temple of Feruſale 
** Principtes, have been ſaid to be God, for God in an extraordinary 
&« dwelt therein; and tlie Tame, in fine, may be ſaid of the Sun and 
Hand the bal. Werl for therein and thereby, God manifeſts bis 

* Glory) Yet it would certainly be 7; „on theſe or the like 
* call any Parts of the World, or any Prophets, or a, 

© ed Saints, God; and undoubtedly it would be damnable 
drt of the Fleſh, to take them for God, and hono ; 
then ſhould it not alſo be reckon d 7dolatry, on this account to call | 
«© God, and to take him for the moſt High God, becauſe God dwells with" 
«him, aſſiſts him, and manifeſts his Wiſdom in him? . 

If this Difficulty be reſolved, that is all that the Orthodox need to dd, 
and indeed all they can do. For to pretend a more groſs Incarnation” than 
what has been on d and aſſerted, would not only be contrary to the Truth,'to 
Reaſon and Scripture, but would alſo be a Peritio Principis, ſeeing that in- 
conteſtably - it is not clear and evident, to ſay no more of it. If any 
man would lay it down as certainly reveal d in Scripture, that there are 
three infinite and divine Spirits (which indeed would be to aſſert three Gods) 
and that one of theſe infinite Spirits is incarnate in àa human Body after the 
groſſa manner imagytable, and would make the Belief” of this an Article of 
Commimnion ; be would herein do no better than beg his own' Aﬀertion, 
which is deny d him, and ſo would ſet himſelf up for the Ae of Contro- 
verſies, and deny to other Chriſtians their Judgment of diſcerning,” That 
cannot then and ought not to be our Refuge, in orderto reſolve the foregoin 
Difficulty. A 2 An 
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And if God is but one Spirit, as the Modaliſts with good reaſon affert, 


* can be no ground left to take the Incarnation in a groſs Senſe. For it 
cannot be ſaid that this one Spirit is thus gro/ly incarnate, for. then the 
whole Godhead were incarnate, which is contrary to the Notion of the Or- 
thodox. The Orthodox hold that it is the Divine Wiſdom only that is in- 
carnate. The Incarnation therefore can reaſonably be taken but to imply 
what has been ſaid, namely, That the Divine W:ſdom ſo dwelleth in Chriſt, 
<« as always to affift, illuminate, conduct and actuate him; and that the Divine 
* Majeſty is manifefted, and is in an extraordinary manner preſent in Chriſt 
«our Lord Jeſus Chriſt repreſenting God to us, and acting in the flead of God 
ce at the Helm of the Univerſe. 

This laſt Particular, which is the very Eſſence of what is meant by the 
Incarnation rationally underſtood, is not in the leaſt taken notice of in the 
foregoing Objection. The Objection ſuppoſes, that by the Incarnation is 
only meant a MManfeftation of the Divine Wiſdom in, and a Co-operation 
with Chriſt, or the like. And indeed if it was ſo, the Prophets, the Temple 
of Feruſalem, the Sun and Moon, and all other Creatures which God c - 
rates with, and in and b which he manifeſts his Wiſdom, might be call'd 
God, as well as Chriſt, tho not with altogether ſo great reaſon, ſeeing the 
Divine Co-operation and Manifeſtation is greater in Chriſt than in any other 
Creature, and may be ſaid in him to be extraordinary. Bat that which alto- 

ether diſtinguiſheth Chriſt from all other Creatures, which makes the Di- 

e Wiſdom and Majeſty moſt extraordinarily preſent in him, and which may 
authorize the giving him the Name of the moſt High God, and the honour- 
ing and worſhipping the moſt High God in him, is, That this Man Chriſt 
Tel (in whom dwelleth the Divine Wiſdom, or in whom the Divine Wif- 

Mm is manifeſted, and whom the Divine Wiſdom always aſſiſts, illuminates, 
conducts and actuates) in a moſt eminent manner repreſents God to us, being 
the Heir of all things, and Lord of Lords, having a Supreme Authority over 
all Creatures, ruling and governing all things under God, and acting in the 
ftead of God at the Helm of the Oniverſe, all things being ſubjected unto him 
by God's Decree, It is God's own Authority and Majeſty that he is inveſted 
with, He may therefore be ſaid to be God in that reſpect, and this Divine 
Majeſty and Authority may be ador'd in him. 

This eration was altogether overlook'd in the Objection; and yet 
this Article (that all Power is committed to Chriſt, that he repreſents God to 
us, or is God's V icegerent, and acts in the ſtead of God at the Helm of the 
Univerſe) is not and cannot be deny d by any that receive the Holy Scrip- 
ture as their Rule. Herein therefore we are not guilty of any Petitio Prin- 
cipii. We mean neither more nor leſs than all thoſe muſt needs mean, and 
do actually who own the Scripture. We do not therefore take away 
from any body : Judgment of diſcerning. We do not act as if we were 
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e thatof God, ſeeing he is himſelf ſubject to God; and it is not plain and 
< undeniable — the Scripture expreſly calls Chriſt the L High 
God, or expreſly orders that Chriſt ſhould be look d * as the moſt. | 
High God: the Modaliſts therefore cannot enjoin that ice, or the 
* uſe of ſuch without violating the Goſpel-Terms ef C en, 
* or without ſetting ſelves . up as magiſterial Judges of Contro- 
3 2 and without taking from others the Judgment of diſcerning, 
C. 
Now 
to the E 
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diſpute, whether then the V Authority. be trul 1 9 — 2 
iſpute, w en the Viceroy's Authority t the ! 
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hands; the queſtion was not what himſelf might do, but what his Crea-- 
— Were not fo peine of themſelves to do. s the Queen of England: 


may ſay ſhe will not give her Glory to another, and yet ſhe may order — 


fime Honors to be paid to her Viceroy which are only due to her, which in- 

ded terminate on her Majeſty wherever they are paid according to her Or- 
der, but which could not lawfully be render d to her in the Perſon of him 
who is her Viceroy, before her Declaration of her Will and Pleaſure in this 

tter and the delivering of the Viceroy's Commiſſion. Notwithſtandin 

this ſaying of God, that he will not give his Glory to another, the Ortho- 
dox believe that he has given himſelf and fo his Glory to the Man Chriſt 

eſus. Howbeit, after all it is certain God has but ſo given his Glory to 

eſus Chriſt, as that it ſtill remains his own Glory, and the ſaid Glory after 
all truly is aſcrib'd to and terminates on God. 

Tho God's Lieutenant, inaſmuch as he repreſents God to us, be term'd 
God; becauſe the Supreme Authority he appears inveſted with is God's own 
Authority ; yet it cannot truly be Lid that we make a Creature God, or 
hold one for God that is only a Creature: for it is God or the Divine Ma- 
jeſty and Supreme Authority we confider and adore in Jeſus Chriſt, for in 
Jeſus Chriſt dwelleth the Fulneſs of the Godhead; and when we ſay that 
Jeſus Chriſt is God, we mean it in reſpect of the Deity, or the Divine Wil- 
dom, Majeſty and Authority that dwell in him. If any think it not fo pro- 

upon that account to call Chriſt the moſt High God, it is true it would 

e moſt —.— content our ſelves to ſay with the Seripture, that the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwelleth in the Man Chriſt Jeſus. Howbeit, the Deity 
that dwelleth in the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and is communicated to him as has been. 
ſid, is truly and properly the moſt High God, or the Majeſty, Wiſdom 
and Supreme Authority of the moſt High God; and that is all we mean by 
the Orthodox Expreſſions, but we do not intend that it is the Creature that 
is the moſt High God. 

But (to prove that it is Idolatry to call Chriſt God, and to honour him as 
W fy the account that God dwelleth in him by the Maniſeſtation of 

Wiſdom in 


and by him; and on the account that God conſtantly aſſiſteth 


bim in the diſcharge of his Office of repreſenting God and acting in the ſtead 
of God at the Helm of the Univerſe) ſome urge, That it would be trea- 
ſonable to give the Name of the Sovereign to the Viceroy, on any account 
<©-whatfoever; whether upon the account of repreſenting, or upon the ac- 
54 count of being upheld by the Sovereign, or upon the account of the So- 
<< vereign's Majeſty appearing and dweſſing in him, &c. 

To this I ſhall reply thus much. In that cafe the fault would be only in 
the · Expreſſion, but not in the Sentiment it ſelf 5 and fo this would be only 
a Controverſy of Words, And beſides, there is this difference in the preſent 
Compariſon, that in an earthly Sovereign, who is a finite and imperfect᷑ Being, 
the Sovereign's Wiſdom, 1 and Authority are different from the Sove- 


pp dp Vigks z but it is an of Divines;' That every thing in God. 


i, and it is upon this Axiom that it is ſaid that Chriſt is God, upon the- 
account that the Divine Wiſdom and Majeſty in a ſar degree appear and 
dwell in him 3 or elſe by Qhriſt we mean both de Man Ichs Oh 

Divine Wiſdom and Majeſty that dwell in him: 
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Tbere is yet this difference in the ſaid Compariſon, that an earthly Viceroy 
may = a Rebel, but this cannot be faid of Chriſt, We are fare that 
Chriſt's Laws are God's Laws, Chriſt's Kingdom is God's Kingdom, Chriſt's 
Majeſty is God's Majeſty. 

Chriſt doth not require of us any Services that are carnal or vicious, and 
that may be term'd Works of the Fleſh, as did the Pagan Gods. The Gods 
of the Heathens were worſhip'd by the Slaughter of human - Sacrifices, by 
Proſtitutions, and by other corrupt and immoral Practices. Chrift com- 
mands us to worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth, and directs us to ask 
all things of God in hisname, or as his Diſciples, and for his ſake. And the 

ox declare, thatthis is all they intend to do, howſoever they expreſs 
themſelves. What 7dolatry then, or what Work of the Fleſh is here? 

There can Oy 2 one would think, but an Impropriety of Speech, in 
ſaying that the Man Jeſus Chriſt is truly and properly the moſt High 
God, meaning that themoſt High God, or the Divine Wiſdom, Majeſty and 
a Authority do truly and properly appear in him. Howbeit, the 

eaning and Sentiment of the Modaliſts is certainly good. And now the 
Reſult of all that has been ſaid, ſeems to be as followeth. 

1. That ſome Perſons may condeſcend to the uſe of unſcriptural Terms. 

2. That others, who are no leſs ſincere, may ſcruple the uſe of them. 

3. That thoſe, on whom it is incumbent, ſhould eſtabliſh the Scripturul or 
n N enn 

I. erſons may condeſcend to t e of unſcriptur Fons. 
For this the Reader 4 refer d to the Half-ſheet that is intitled, The Scrip- 


#5 Chriftian Condeſcenfion conſider d. The Reaſons of this Condeſcenſion 
— the r taken in 


a Latitadinarian Senſe, and that whatſoever admits of a tolerable Conſtruc- 


tion, tho otherwiſe uncouth and * al, may be ſubmitted to for Peace 


ſake, till Men at leaſt may have time and means to be better in- 
form d, and whilſt the Goſpel· Terms of Communion are not yet ſuffic 
known. Thoſe who are perſuaded of the Validity of rheſe Reaſons, may 
this Condeſcenſion, tho on the other hand they believe, that the 
Expreſſions are extremely — and ſubject N 
They may ſtudy to take theſe xpreſſions in a good ſenſe, that they may uſe 
them with Devotion: But ſeeing it is Neceſſity in great part, in this cafe, 


that juſtifies their Compliance, they ought not to affect the aſe of them more 
than needs muſt ; and ſarely they 


ought not ſo to plead for the unſcriptural 
Terms, 


Terms, as to give them the preference before the Terms of Scripture, or as ; = 
DN — — They 7 


emn them that ſcruple the Uſe of unſcriptural 

ought not to accommodate themſelves to unſcriptural Expreſſions out of 
worldly Intereſt, or that they may enjoy Eaſe and Pleaſure in this World, 
(that were certainly to be in a ſtate of Damnation) but that they may labour 
more uſefully, and may be in a greater Capacity to promote the Truth. 
They ought therefore to embrace all occaſions to do this, and they ought to 
do it zealouſly and ſtrenuonſly, if they will ſave their Souls. Tis wonder» 
ful indeed how Men generally are wanting in what they might do for the 
Truth ! But yet, all charitable Condeſcenſion notwithſtanding, they onght 
not to be aſham'd of or to deny the Truth, but muſt be ready, if occaſion 
be, to ſacrifice even themſelves for the Trath's ſake. A Man that writes In- 
ſtitutions concerning the Orthodox Doctrines, may profeſs that the Diſſent 
and Controverſy (on both ſides) is only from a Miſapprehenſion of one another 
Senſe and Meaning, &c. Thus ſome Perſons may conſcientiouſly condeſcend 
to the = of 1 ſcruple the Uſe ef theſs E 

2, Others, who are no leſs ſincere, may ſcruple the Uſe of theſe Expreſſions. 
They may think them paſſable in Articles of Peace, but doabt- whether they 
are reverent enough in public Acts of Religion. They may fear that it is 
too uncouth to ſay, O Son of David have Mercy on us, meaning, O God who 
dwelleſt in the Son of David have Mercy on us, &c. Eſpecially ſeeing how 
thoſe who ſtretch the Chriſtian Condeſcenſion ſo far, are accas'd of Hypocriſy 
by ſome Writers, they areloth to 2 obnoxious to ſo foul an Aſperſion. 
Beſides, they may reckon that Men have had ſufficient time to conſider and 
bethink themſelves; and ſeeing that all this while they have not- ſeriouſly ap- 
ply'd themſelves to the means of Information in a matter of this vaſt moment, 
or have ſlighted and have not at all regarded all that has been written, they 
may think that they ought to go out from among them, and lock on them 
as Men that are reſolv d to ſhut up the Key of Knowledg. 
3. Thoſe, on whom it is incumbent, ſhould eftabliſh the Scriptural or Goſpel 
Termsof Union. This is particularly made out in the Irenicum Magnum, in 
a Sheet concerning Subſcriptions to Articles of Communion, and another in- 
titled, The Conſequences of the Modalifts Syſtem. This Temperament of Scrip- 
tural Terms is us d in our Liturgy, with reſpect to the Queſtions concerning 
Predeſtination. It would not be more difficult to content our ſelves with the ge- 
neral Terms of Scripture in all other reſpects. If we do it not, we leave Stones 
of ſtumbling in the way, we needleſly cauſe Diviſions and are guilty of Schiſm, 
and. contradict the fundamental Principles of Proteſtants. We reproach the 
Scripture, as if it were not a perfect or ſufficient Rule. We leave not to 
others the Liberty of diſcerning. We act as if we were infallible. We ſet 
up our ſelves as magiſterial Judges of Controverſies. We exerciſe Dominion 
over other mens Faith. We oppreſs mens Conſciences, and endanger their 
Salvation, In fine, we take away the Key of Knowledg, and run the ha- 
zard of cruſhing the Truth, and of being found violently to fight againſt God, 
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